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Marles, Fay Surtees
(1926 - )

Born 3 January, 1926, Melbourne Victoria Australia

Occupation Educator

Summary

Fay Surtees Marles AM (née Pearce) is a former Australian public servant. She served as Victorian Commissioner of Equal
Opportunity from 1977 to 1987 and Chancellor of the University of Melbourne from 2001 to 2004.

Details

The daughter of Percy Willam Pearce and Jane Victoria Crisp, Fay Marles completed her secondary education at Ruyton
Girls’ School, before attending the University of Melbourne.

Marles graduated from the University of Melbourne in 1948 with a Bachelor of Arts and Diploma of Social Work. She
subsequently became a social worker in Queensland. However, after her marriage to Donald Marles in 1952 she was
subjected to the marriage bar and forced to resign her position. She and her husband had four children, including politician
Richard Marles.

In 1977, Marles was appointed the first Commissioner for Equal Opportunity in Victoria. She retained the position until 1987,
when she established Fay Marles and Associates, a consultancy specializing in dispute resolution and human resource
management.

Fay Marles was first elected to the University of Melbourne Council in 1984 and became Deputy Chancellor in 1986, before
her appointment as Chancellor in 2001, a position she held until 2004. She was the first woman to hold the position.

After retirement the University of Melbourne established the Fay Marles Scholarship in recognition of her strong commitment
to social justice and human right. It is offered to research students from Australian Indigenous descent or students who are
experiencing compassionate or compelling circumstances.

Events

2010 - 2010
Inducted into the Victorian Honour Roll of Women
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Published resources

Edited Book
Who's Who in Australia 2002, Herd, Margaret, 2002

A decade of Mary Owen dinners, Waterfield, Dorothy, 1995

Book
Dilemma at Westernport, Bate, Weston, 1978

Workplace Approach to Sexual Harassment, Marles, Fay, 1990

Report
Being a member of a profession : implications for teachers, Marles, Fay, 1992

Resource
Trove, National Library of Australia, 2009

Site Exhibition
The Encyclopedia of Women and Leadership in Twentieth-Century Australia, Smart, Judith and Swain, Shurlee (eds.),
2014,
http://www.womenaustralia.info/leaders

Resource Section
Law, Kerwin, Hollie and Rubenstein, Kim, 2014,
http://www.womenaustralia.info/leaders/biogs/WLE0624b.htm
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