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McKenzie, Florence Violet
(1892 - 1982)

Born 18920101, Hawthorn Victoria Australia

Died 19821231

Occupation Electrical engineer, Servicewoman

Summary

In 1924 Florence Wallace (as she was then known) became Australia’s first certificated woman radio telegraphist and in
1924, the only woman member of the Wireless Institute of Australia. She was the founder and director of the Electrical
Association for Women, established in 1934. In 1939 she founded and directed the Women’s Emergency Signalling Corps,
which later became the starting point for the Women’s Royal Australian Naval Service (WRANS). Rosemary Broomham
wrote in the biography of Florence McKenzie in 200 Australian Women that altogether Mrs McKenzie trained over 10,000
servicemen in Morse, visual signalling and international code, and she trained 3000 women, a third of whom went into the
Services. On 8 June 1950 Florence McKenzie was appointed an Officer of the Order of the British Empire for her work with
the Women’s Emergency Signals Corps.
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