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Australian Army Nursing Service (AANS)

(1902 - 1948)

Born 1 July, 1902
Died 1 November, 1948

Occupation Armed services organisation

Summary

The Australian Army Nursing Service, which was actually a reserve, was established on 1 July 1902. The Service was
staffed by volunteer civilian nurses who would be available for duty during times of national emergency. Members of the
Service served in both the World Wars, staffing medical facilities in Australia and overseas. In 1949 the Service became part
of the Australian Regular Army and is now known as the Royal Australian Army Nursing Corps (RAANC).

IMPORTANT — Additional information about how to search for your own relative’s records can be found below. Click
on details and scroll to the end.


https://www.womenaustralia.info/
https://www.womenaustralia.info/

Details

Prior to Australia’s Federation in 1901, each colony controlled its own defence force, of which the nursing services formed a
part. In July 1902 the nursing services of each colony joined together to form the Australian Army Nursing Service. The
Service which was part of the Australian Army Medical Corps was made up of volunteer trained nurses who were willing to
serve in times of a national emergency.

At the outbreak of World War | staff were recruited from both the nursing service and the civilian workforce. They served at
field and base hospitals in Australia as well as in Egypt, England, France, Belgium, Greece, Salonika, Palestine,
Mesopotamia and India. After the war the Australian Army Nursing Service returned to a reserve status.

The Australian Army Nursing Service was one of only two women’s services (the other being Voluntary Aid Detachments)
that were active at the outbreak of war in 1939. Initially the enlisted nurses were the only females to serve outside Australia.
Members served in England, Egypt, Palestine, Libya, Greece, Syria, Ceylon, Malaya, Singapore, Papua New Guinea,
Solomon Island as well as throughout Australia. They served on hospital ships, troop transports, base and camp hospitals
and some spent time in Prisoner of War camps.

After the war members served as part of the British Commonwealth Occupation Force in Japan. In July 1947 members of the
Australian Army Nursing Service were transferred to the Interim Army, and in November 1948 the Service was designated a
‘Royal’ one. In July 1949 the Royal Australian Army Nursing Service became part of the Australian Regular Army. In
February 1951 the Service became a Corps and is known as the Royal Australian Army Nursing Corps (RAANC). The
Pledge of Service was introduced during World War Two.

AANS Pledge of Service

| pledge myself loyally

to serve my King and Country

and to maintain the honour and efficiency
of the Australian Army Nursing Service.
| will do all in my power

to alleviate the suffering of

the sick and wounded, sparing no
effort to bring them comfort of body
and peace of mind.

I will work in unity and

comradeship with my fellow nurses.

| will be ready to give assistance

to those in need of my help,

and will abstain from any action

which may bring sorrow

and suffering to others.

At all times | will endeavour

to uphold the highest traditions of
Womanhood and of the Profession

of which | am Part.

HELPFUL INFORMATION TO ASSIST YOUR OWN SEARCHES

The following information will assist you to search for Australian women who served in WW1, not women from any other
country, and not WW2 servicewomen. If you are looking for a nurse in the Australian Army Nursing Service, go online to the
National Archives and find the person’s army file there. If you need help after doing this, then contact this page via the
comments — but only after you have gone to the National Archives of Australia for advice. www.naa.gov.au

If looking for women who served in WW2, go here to find out if they did, in fact serve:
http://www.ww2roll.gov.au/

Then go to this site to find their personnel record
http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/explore/defence/service-records/index.aspx

There is an article written by Dr Kirsty Harris published in Ancestor: The Journal of the Royal Genealogical Society of
Victoria this year that provides some search tips. ‘Researching Australian World War 1 Nurses’ can be found Vol 31, Issue 1
of the 2012 edition of the journal.
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