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Queensland Women’s Electoral League
(1903 - )

Born 1 January, 1903, Brisbane Queensland Australia

Occupation Women's suffrage organisation

Summary

The Queensland Women’s Electoral League (QWEL) was an organisation formed in the last stages of the campaign to
obtain woman suffrage for white women in Queensland. While the league claimed to have all women’s interests at heart, and
that it was to be apolitical, it was very much a liberal-conservative organisation. Although its stated aims included the desire
to ‘advance political knowledge among women’, they also included the desire to ‘encourage and preserve private enterprise,
and to combat unnecessary interference by the State’. Labor women who attended the QWEL launch in 1903 left once the
political agenda became obvious. They went on to form the Women Workers’ Political Organisation in opposition. The
Women’s Christian Temperance Organisation, in response to this political wrangling, called upon its own members to avoid
‘the venom of party politics’ and concentrate on the task at hand.
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