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Bennett, Mary Montgomerie (Montgomery)
(1881 - 1961)

Born 18 July, 1881, London United Kingdom

Died 6 October, 1961, Kalgoorlie Western Australia Australia

Occupation Aboriginal rights activist, Teacher, Writer

Summary

Mary Montgomerie Bennett spent her childhood in Queensland, returning to London from 1903 to 1908 to study, and again in
1914 to marry. When her husband died in 1927 she returned to Western Australia to pursue her interest in Aboriginal
education. She worked at the Mount Margaret Mission from 1932, dramatically improving educational outcomes through the
implementation of progressive teaching methods. Over the next three decades Bennett was a passionate advocate for
Aboriginal rights employing her connections with international humanitarian groups and women’s organisations to support
her campaigns to improve the lives of Aborigines, in particular Aboriginal women.
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