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Crosby, Heather Bembrick
(1923 - 2022)

Born 19230425, Oxford England

Died 20220307, Townsville Queensland Australia

Occupation Community worker

Summary

Heather Crosby, née Gumley, was born in Oxford, England. Her father’s calling as an Anglican priest took the family first to
India and then to Australia. Her Australian-born mother played a prominent role in the parishes in which they lived, and
Crosby and her sisters were encouraged to gain tertiary qualifications. Crosby came to Adelaide to study social work and
married in 1944. She helped her husband establish his general practice in Blair Athol, and they had two daughters. She
became involved in community work and began her association with the YWCA in 1960. Crosby was President and
Executive Director of the Adelaide YWCA, and a member of the National Council and the World Executive. She was
awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) in 1981.
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Resource
Trove, National Library of Australia, 2009

Archival resources

State Library of South Australia
Interview with Heather Crosby [sound recording] Interviewer: Helen Chryssides
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