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Occupation Lobby group, Religious organisation, Women's Rights Organisation

Summary

The South Australian branch was founded in1889, following a visit from American spokesperson, Jessie Ackermann. Its
purpose was to promote temperance and Christianity in order to improve people’s lives and so also involved tackling
questions such as raising the age of marriage consent for girls and women’s suffrage. By 1899 membership of the various
branches numbered over 1100. Elizabeth Webb Nicholls was its first president and served two terms; 1889-1997 and
1906-1927 and in 1891 Mary George became its first paid secretary. Under Nicholls’ leadership the Union took an active role
in the campaign for women’s suffrage in South Australia, having a suffrage department convened by Serena Thorne Lake in
1890-1891, and became involved with the Women’s Suffrage League.
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