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Born 7 August, 1976, Adelaide South Australia Australia

Occupation Feminist organisation

Summary

Initiated by women already in the art world, the Women’s Art Movement (hereinafter named W.A.M.) was part of an
international trend somewhat belated in Australia, which lead women artists to look at their position as women in society and
to analyse their position as artists through a feminist frame. The W.A.M offered women artists support within an alternative
group structure. The group began with the aim of supporting and promoting women artists, educating members on the
problem of discrimination and working with one another to overcome sexism in the arts and society. Fifty women ranging in
age from 18 to 65 attended the first meeting. As attendance numbers grew, funding was required. Such monetary resources
were obtained from the South Australia Arts Grant Advisory Committee (A.G.A.C), the Community Arts Board (C.A.B), and
the Visual Arts Board (V.A.B) for salary and administrative costs, workshops and the publication of the book Women’s Art
Movement 1978-1979, Adelaide, South Australia, respectively.

Details

Members produced contemporary and often confronting art pieces that tackled subject matter that is specific to the life
experiences of women. Rape, abortion, reproduction and motherhood were some of the themes addressed in a variety of
mediums including: hand painting, sculpture, life drawing, lithograph, silk screening, installation art, patchwork and other folk
art, film and photography, music, dance, street theatre and poetry. By the mid 1980s, the W.A.M had become a highly
respected art movement both nationally and internationally.
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