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Young, Elspeth
(1940 - 2002)

Born 19400825, Auchterarder Scotland

Died 20020810, England

Occupation Academic, Geographer

Summary

Elspeth Young was a geographer who spent many years studying Indigenous communities in Australia and Papua New
Guinea. After completing her PhD in human geography at the Australian National University in 1977, she was appointed to
the position of Research Fellow in the ‘Aboriginal component in the Australian economy project’ led by Fred Fisk in the
Development Studies Centre, ANU. In 1978, while working with Fisk, Young began a study of the newly established
Aboriginal-owned pastoral enterprise at Willowra station, north of Alice Springs. Thus began her interest in Aboriginal land
management from which she became one of the most influential champions of the Aboriginal English term ‘Caring for
Country’.

Subsequently, she became the first geographer to have worked on Northern Territory land claims, contributing to the
successful claims to Ti Tree and Mt Allen (1980-85). Her professional expertise was also usefully employed while she was a
Senior Research Fellow (1982-1985) in the North Australia Research Unit of the ANU in Darwin. At this time, Young
contributed to the East Kimberley Impact Assessment Project led by Nugget Coombs and a study on Aboriginal mobility.

Young made a significant contribution to a variety of professional organisations. She was a Council Member of the Institute
of Australian Geographers (1987-1992); editor of Australian Geographical Studies (1989-1992); holder of the IAG
Professional Services Award for 1998; Member and then Chair of the National Committee for Geography; Treasurer and
member of the Executive Committee of the Federation of Australian Social Science Organisations; and Chair of the
Australian Antarctic Naming and Medals Committee.
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