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Davies, Susan Margaret
(1954 - )

Born 19540314, Mirboo North Victoria Australia

Occupation Director, Environmentalist, Farmer, Parliamentarian, Political candidate, Teacher

Summary

Susan Davies served as the member for Gippsland West as an Independent in the Legislative Assembly in the Victorian
Parliament from 1997-2002. She stood for re-election in 2002, but was unsuccessful. She had previously been a member of
the Australian Labor Party (ALP) and stood as the ALP candidate for Gippsland West in the 1996 state election, but resigned
in January 1997. She rejoined the ALP to contest the federal election in 2004 for the seat of La Trobe, in which she was
unsuccessful.

Although no longer involved in parliamentary politics, Susan remains active in the community that she served. In 2006 she
was a Director of the Bass Coast Community Foundation, which she established in 2001, and in 2005 she initiated the
Wonthaggi Energy Innovation Festival, which is an extension of the Wonthaggi Human Powered Grand Prix (of which she is
a Patron and Management Committee Member.)

Susan Davies was National Manager of HIPPY Australia (HIPPY= Home Interaction Program for Parents and Youngsters),
with the Brotherhood of St Laurence. HIPPY is an early childhood enrichment program which works with refugee, migrant,
aboriginal and other families helping parents improve their children’s “school readiness” skills. She left that position in 2008.

Since that time she has been living full-time and working on her small beef farm in Outtrim (South Gippsland, Victoria), and
has continued as a Director on several boards, including West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority (Victorian
Government appointment), South Gippsland General Practice Alliance (Independent appointment) and since 2009, as Chair
of Energy Innovation Co-operative Ltd. Energy Innovation Co-op works within South Gippsland/ Bass Coast and Cardinia
Shires, to achieve the vision of “Energy self-reliant and zero carbon emission local communities”.

She also belongs to “Grow Lightly”, a local food-producer’s network focusing on sustainable local food production and sale
plus Korumburra Landcare group, participating in indigenous re-vegetation projects along local waterways.
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Book
Victorian Parliamentary Handbook: The 54th Parliament, no 7
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Who's Who in Australia 2002, Herd, Margaret, 2002

Site Exhibition
Carrying on the Fight: Women Candidates in Victorian Parliamentary Elections, Australian Women's Archives Project,
2008,
http://www.womenaustralia.info/exhib/cws/home.html
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