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Castley, Leanne
(1974 - )

Born 19740101

Occupation Business owner, Parliamentarian

Summary

Leanne Castley has been the Liberal Party Member for Yerrabi since October 2020, and was the Leader of the Liberal Party
in the ACT Legislative Assembly for a little over a year until November 2025. On 3 June 2026 she resigned from the Liberal
Party to sit as an independent. Leanne is also a country music singer who recorded an album, Perfect Day, in 2007.

Details

Describing herself as ‘the chick from Charny’ (Charnwood) in her first speech in the ACT Legislative Assembly on 3
December 2020, Leanne Castley prides herself on the values of hard work and preparedness to ‘have a go’ that have
characterised her life, both before politics and in the political sphere.

Born in 1974, Leanne is a proud single mother-of-two, country music singer and lover of cars, motorbikes and engines. She
has lived in Canberra since she was five years old, and was educated at Flynn Primary School, Charnwood High School and
Copland College.

A keen advocate for small business, Leanne’s first full-time job was as an accounts clerk at Gerald Slaven Holden and, with
her former husband, she later operated three car yards, employing five staff. These ventures were successful for a time, but
fell victim to the global financial crisis, as did Leanne’s marriage. A long career in IT followed. Leanne also gained a Diploma
in Project Management, and took positions at the Australian Federal Police and the Department of Defence, managing
teams of up to 10 people.

She was encouraged by the ACT Liberal Party to contest the October 2020 election for the electorate of Yerrabi, and was
thrilled and humbled to be elected. Leanne set out her goals as the Member for Yerrabi in the ACT Legislative Assembly in
her inaugural speech on 3 December 2020:

‘The issues, views and aspirations of my electorate, that’s what matters to me. Yerrabi residents and families do not want
politicians telling them what to do. They can do that perfectly well on their own. But they do want politicians to be honest, to
listen and to fix problems. I assure the good folk in my electorate that my two feet will stay firmly planted in Gungahlin soil. I
am the chick from Charny and I don’t want to lose that. That’s who I am.’

She served as Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party from December 2023 and was elected as Leader on 31 October 2024,
defeating Elizabeth Lee, following the Liberal Party’s seventh consecutive loss at the ACT Legislative Assembly election held
on 19 October. On 10 November 2025 she resigned as Opposition Leader and was later the Shadow Minister for Health,
Transport, Home Ownership, and Seniors. She resigned from the Liberal Party on 3 June 2026 to sit as an independent.
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Published resources

Website
Castley, Leanne: Legislative Assembly for the Australian Capital Territory website,
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/members/current/castley

Leanne Castley: Canberra Liberals website,
https://www.canberraliberals.org.au/our-team/leanne-castley

Newspaper article
Leanne Castley : the outsider leading the Liberals, Fuller, Nicholas, 3 July 2025,
https://canberradaily.com.au/leanne-castley-the-outsider-leading-the-liberals/
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