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Ekblom, Aileen Christina

(1915 - 2009)

Born 19150930, Strathalbyn South Australia Australia
Died 20090417, Adelaide South Australia Australia

Occupation Businesswoman, Mayor

Summary

Aileen Ekblom was the first female mayor of Whyalla, serving from 1975 to 1991.

Details

Aileen Ekblom served the people of Whyalla as a commissioner on the Town Commission from 1967 for three years, then as
a councillor on the newly formed City of Whyalla Council for five years, before standing unopposed for the position of Mayor.
She was the first female to hold the position and held it from 1975 to 1991.

She was also chair of both the Northern and Eyre Peninsula Local Government Associations, the North Flinders Planning
Committee, the Whyalla Jubilee 150 Committee, and a member of the Eyre Peninsula Cultural Trust, the South Australian
Health Commission, the South Australian Jubilee 150 Board and the Whyalla Hospital Board.

Prior to her local government positions, Aileen managed a women'’s fashion store in Whyalla. She was married to Anders
Ekblom, a merchant sea captain, in 1961.

She was appointed an Officer in the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in 1979 for her service to local government. Ekblom
Street in Whyalla is named after her in recognition that she was the first woman elected to the Town Commission.

Published resources

Obituary
The passing of Whyalla's first lady: Farewell Aileen, 2009,
https://www.whyalla.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0022/436405/Annual_Report_for Website 08 09.pdf

Archival resources

National Library of Australia

Biographical cuttings on Aileen Ekblom, OBE, businesswoman and Whyalla's first woman mayor, containing one or more
cuttings from newspapers or journals

State Library of South Australia
Interview with Aileen Christina Ekblom [sound recording]
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