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Skinner, Jillian Gell

(1944 -)

Born 19440805, Melbourne Victoria Australia

Occupation Journalist, Parliamentarian, Public servant

Summary

Jillian Skinner, a Liberal Party member, has been a well known and active Member of Parliament for more than twenty
years.. However in her first two attempts to enter parliament via the New South Wales Legislative Assembly seat of North
Shore (1984 and 1988) were unsuccessful. Jillian’s luck finally changed in 1994 when she won the seat at the by-election.
She was re-elected to the seat in 1995, 1999, 2003, 2007, 2011 and 2015. Throughout this time Jillian has held the following
appointments:

Shadow Minister for Youth Affairs, 1995-1999, 2002-2003.

Shadow Minister for Health, 1995-2003, September 2005 to date.

Shadow Minister for Education and Training 2003-2005.

Shadow Minister for the Arts 2003-2008.

Shadow Minister for School Education April-September 2005.

Minister for Medical Research 2011-2015.

Minister for Health, 2011-

Details

Jillian Skinner was born in Melbourne in 1944, the daughter of Robert and Lois Coutts. She served her cadetship in
journalism on the Melbourne Herald. She worked as a journalist for News Limited and Radio Hong Kong from 1962-1973,
returning to live in Sydney in 1979. From 1984 to 1988 she ran Jillian Skinner and Associates, doing editorial writing,
research, policy development and strategic planning.

She is married to Christopher Skinner, and they have three children. When her children were small, she became active in P.
& C. affairs in North Sydney and was a founding member of the North Sydney Occasional Childcare.

From 1988 to 1994 she was Director of the New South Wales Office of Youth Affairs. She has held office in the Liberal Party
at all levels, local, electorate and State.

Elected to the Legislative Assembly at a by-election in 1994, following the resignation of Phillip Smiles, she was appointed to
the Shadow Ministry the following year, after the defeat of the Fahey government. In 2005 she held first, the shadow ministry
of Education and then Health.

Jillian was appointed a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) in June 2024 for significant service to the people and
Parliament of New South Wales and to community health.

Published resources

Resource
Trove, National Library of Australia, 2009

Site Exhibition

Putting Skirts on the Sacred Benches: Women Candidates for the New South Wales Parliament, Australian Women's
Archives Project, 2006,
http://www.womenaustralia.info/exhib/pssb/home.html
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