The Australian
Women's Register

Entry type: Person
Entry ID: AWE1952

Lawless, Shella

(1929 - 2016)

Nationality English
Born 4 July, 1929, Newcastle-upon-Tyne England
Died 7 January, 2016, Adelaide South Australia Australia

Occupation Administrator, Homemaker

Summary

Sheila Lawless migrated to Australia with her husband Lawrence and first child in 1955, one family among the hundreds of
thousands of “ten pound poms” who travelled to Australia after the Second World War under the government assisted
passage scheme.

Details

The Lawless family arrived in Adelaide on 26 July 1955, ready to join Sheila’s parents who had already settled in Parkside.
Both Sheila and Lawrence found work quickly, and before long had managed to build their own home in the new housing
estate of Windsor Gardens. Still in its earliest stages of development, the suburban plot had little to offer in the way of
services and entertainment. Sheila befriended Molly McGrath at the local Catholic church, and before long their morning
coffees with other local women had transformed into a mother’s club. Members of the club supported each other and lobbied
successfully for a local parish primary school.

Sheila was to have three more children. She returned to work after seventeen years out of the paid workforce under a new
government scheme in 1973, and secured an administrative position at Kildare College in Adelaide.

In 1999 Sheila was diagnosed with breast cancer but was fortunate to make a full recovery. On 26 July 2005 she celebrated
the fiftieth anniversary of her arrival in Australia; fifty years of dedicated homemaking and community building.
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