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Greek Young Matrons’ Association

(1977 -)

Born 1 January, 1977, Sydney New South Wales Australia

Summary

The formation of the Greek Young Matrons’ Association was an overt attempt by second generation parents of Greek
heritage to ensure that their children married Australian born Greeks like themselves. By providing them with an organisation
which would offer social activities and cultural events in which young Greek people could participate, the organisers hoped
that young Greeks would marry within the community.

Details

The Greek Young Matrons’ Association organised children’s concerts (performed in language) and debates for teenagers to
participate in. The association also had an annual Ball at which young Greek girls of the second and third generation could
make their debut and become known, and possibly seen and selected by an appropriate Greek Australian young man. The
organisation was mainly made up of upper middle and middle class second generation Greek women. Parents hoped that
participation in this organisation meant that their children would not only marry an Australian born Greek but probably a
person from a similar social class.
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