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Caird, Maureen

(1951 - )

Born 19510929, Cumberland New South Wales Australia

Occupation Olympian, Track and Field Athlete

Summary

In Mexico in 1968, at the age of 17 years and 19 days, Maureen Caird created a record that could never be broken when she
became the youngest Olympic track and field winner. Her event, the 80 meters hurdles, was increased to 100 meters at the
next Olympic Games. As junior in 1969, she set two world records over the new hurdling distance of 200 meters.

Caird was an outstanding junior athlete and although she is best remembered for her hurdling, she was also a junior
champion pentathlete (1967) and long jumper (1968).

Caird retired prematurely in 1972 when recurring stomach pains she experienced were diagnosed as cancer.

Events

1968 - 1968
Athletics — 80m Hurdles

Published resources

Edited Book

The Oxford Companion to Australian Sport, Vamplew, Vray; Moore, Katharine; O'Hara, John; Cashman, Richard; Jobling,
lan, 1997

Site Exhibition

She's Game: Women Making Australian Sporting History, Australian Women's Archives Project, 2007,
http://www.womenaustralia.info/exhib/sg/sport-home.html

Resource
Trove, National Library of Australia, 2009
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