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Lawn Bowls
(1845 - )

Born 1 January, 1845

Occupation Sport

Summary

In 1990, the Australian Bowls Council (now Bowls Australia Inc.), the national administrative body for men’s bowling, was
affiliated with 2,225 clubs. The Australian Women’s Bowling Council was parallel, with 2,185 affiliated clubs. By the late
1990s, Australia could boast 43% of the world’s bowling population.

Details

Popular in Britain, bowls was introduced to Australia for male members of the colonial elite in the nineteenth century. Public
greens were formed beside hotels, with membership fees introduced later to control the clientele – the respectability of the
sport was constantly emphasised. Private clubs developed early, and the first recorded game took place at Sandy Bay,
Tasmania, in 1845. In 1864, the Melbourne Bowling Club in Chapel Street became Australia’s first formalised club.

Women had been bowling at Stawell in Victoria since 1881 and a ladies’ tournament was organised there in 1896. The Colac
Club was set up by eight women in 1899, but later became a men’s club, and on the whole the sport of lawn bowls was a
white male-dominated scene until the twentieth century. The Fitzroy Club’s invitation to the Aboriginal cricket team to play in
1866 was an anomaly.

After Australia’s first interstate match between New South Wales and Victoria in 1880, those two States established their
own Bowling Associations. Associations were likewise formed in Western Australia in 1898; South Australia in 1902;
Tasmania in 1901 and Queensland in 1903. All States amalgamated to form the Australian Bowls Council in 1911. The
Australian Women’s Bowling Council was formed much later, in 1947, and the first Women’s National Championship was
held in 1949. The first World Bowls Championships were held at Kyeemagh Bowls Club in New South Wales in 1966.
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