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Davies, Judy Joy
(1926 - 2016)

Born 19260221, Melbourne Victoria Australia

Died 20160327, Melbourne Victoria Australia

Occupation Commonwealth or Empire Games Gold Medalist, Olympian, Swimmer

Summary

Judith Joy Davies was an Australian Olympian who won a bronze medal in the 100-metre backstroke at the 1948 Summer
Olympics in London and followed up with three gold medals at the 1950 Empire Games in Auckland. She won seventeen
Australian championships in freestyle, backstroke and medley swimming. After finishing her swimming career she worked as
a sporting journalist for the Melbourne newspapers The Argus and The Sun-News Pictorial.

Davies was inducted into the Sport Australia Hall of Fame in 2011 as a General Member for her contribution as a
sportswriter. She was one of the first women journalists to break into covering all sports when she started working with the
Melbourne newspaper The Argus, in an era when women sports writers were normally confined to covering women’s sport.
Her Argus experience included covering the 1954 Commonwealth Games in Vancouver and then the 1956 Olympics in her
home town of Melbourne.

When the Argus ceased publication in 1957 she joined the rival Sun News Pictorial where she was to cover local and
international sport for the next 31 years. She was widely respected by both editors and athletes and in 1982 was awarded
the National Press Club Award for Sports Journalism.

Events

1952 - 1952
Competed in Helsinki

1948 - 1948
Swimming – 100m Backstroke

1950 - 1950
Swimming – 110y Backstroke; 4 x 110y Freestyle Relay; 3 x 110y Medley Relay
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Published resources

Site Exhibition
She's Game: Women Making Australian Sporting History, Australian Women's Archives Project, 2007,
http://www.womenaustralia.info/exhib/sg/sport-home.html

Newspaper Article
Record-breaking swimmer became champion sports writer, Henningham, Robert, 2016,
http://www.theage.com.au/national/recordbreaking-swimmer-became-champion-sports-writer-20160506-gonuxs.html

Resource
Trove, National Library of Australia, 2009

Resource Section
Judy Joy Davies, 2012,
http://www.sahof.org.au/hall-of-fame/member-profile/?memberID=548&memberType=athlete

Book
Half the Race, A history of Australian women in sport, Stell, Marion K., 1991
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