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Davidson, Eileen

(1909 - 2007)

Born 1 January, 1909, Perth Western Australia
Died 31 December, 2007, Perth Western Australia

Occupation Social worker

Summary

Catholic social worker Eileen Davidson worked for the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration’s child search
operation, and for the International Refugee Organisation, after the Second World War. She raised 270,000 for the United
Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund.

Details

Born in Perth to Robert Alexander and Mary Ellen (née McBreen) Davidson, Mary Eileen Davidson was the eldest of six
children. She completed a Bachelor of Arts at the University of Western Australia in 1931, before winning a scholarship to
study Social Work at the Catholic University of American in Washington. She graduated in 1935 with a Master of Arts and
Diploma in Social Services, and took on work at a children’s aid society in Baltimore and at the New York Foundling Hospital.
In 1936 she travelled to England, where she completed an almoner’s certificate and worked at St Thomas’ Hospital, London.

Back home in 1937, Davidson set up a Department of Social Work at Lewisham Hospital. One of Australia’s first qualified
social workers, she guided the development of the profession in this country and helped to establish the Catholic Trained
Social Workers Association in Sydney in 1940. She later taught at St Vincent's and Royal Prince Alfred Hospitals in Sydney,
and was the inaugural secretary of the NSW Association for Mental Health.

In 1945 Davidson was recruited to join the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration’s child search operation,
helping children of Eastern occupied territories who were displaced, orphaned or had survived concentration camps, to find
their families. On her return to Australia she raised ?70,000 for the United Nations International Children’s Fund with public
speeches about postwar European children. She later worked for the World Health Organisation in Germany and Thailand.

Davidson was awarded a Papal Cross in 1992, and became a Member in the Order of Australia (AM) in 2001. Never
married, she outlived her five siblings and died at the age of 97 in Perth.
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