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Dybka, Anne
(1922 - 2007)

Born 1 January, 1922, Portsmouth

Died 31 December, 2007

Occupation Artist

Summary

Anne Dybka was an internationally renowned glass engraver. A fellow of London’s Guild of Glass Engravers, she engraved
crystal for Orrefors, Baccaret and Lalique.

Details

The daughter of a submariner and Royal Navy commander, Anne Dybka studied painting and drawing with Martin Bloch in
London and graphic arts at the London Polytechnic. She was married at the age of 19 to Peter Thompson and had four
children. The family moved to Australia in 1956, where Dybka took up studies at the National Gallery Art School and with
George Bell in Melbourne. She worked for Guy Boyd, Old Chelsea Glassware, and later Crown Crystal Glass in Sydney.

Her second marriage was to Rudolf Dybka, an Austrian ceramic artist with whom she ran a studio in Parramatta in the
1970s. In Sydney she worked on large mosaic murals. Her life-size sculpture of a miniature schnauzer sits in Atherden
Street, The Rocks. Dybka was awarded an Australia Council Emeritus Fellowship Award in 1995. Over the course of her
career she held solo exhibitions in Melbourne, Canberra, Sydney and Adelaide. Her work is held by the National Gallery of
Australia, Canberra; National Gallery of Victoria; Parliament House, Canberra; Powerhouse Museum, Sydney; Queensland
Art Gallery, Brisbane; Wagga Wagga Regional Art Gallery, NSW; and the Glasmuseum, Ebeltoft, Denmark.

A nature lover and advocate for environmental groups, Dybka spent the last 25 years of her life with her partner Eddy Mills, a
London engraver. She was awarded the Order of Australia Medal (OAM) in 2003. Dybka is survived by her four children, six
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.
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