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Roxon, Nicola Louise

(1967 -)

Born 19670401, Sydney New South Wales Australia

Occupation Attorney General, Lawyer, Minister, Parliamentarian, Union organiser

Summary

A member of the Australian Labor Party, Nicola Roxon was elected to the House of Representatives for Gellibrand, Victoria,
in 1998, and was re-elected in 2001, 2004, 2007 and 2010. She became Shadow Minister for Health in 2006 and on the
election of the Labor Government in November 2007, she became the Minister for Health and Ageing.

She continued to hold that portfolio in the Gillard Labor Government until she was appointed Attorney-General on December
14, 2011, the first woman to hold the position in the Australian parliament. She resigned from the portfolio in February 2013
and retired from parliament on 5 August 2013.

A complete record of her parliamentary service, including links to her first and valedictory speeches, can be found in the
Parliamentary Handbook of the Commonwealth of Australia (see below).

Details

Roxon was born in Sydney, New South Wales. She is the second of three daughters and the niece of the late Australian
journalist and Sydney Push member Lillian Roxon. Her paternal grandparents were Jewish and migrated from Poland to
Australia in 1937. Anglicising the family name from Ropschitz to Roxon, her grandfather worked as a GP in Gympie and
Brisbane, Queensland. Her mother Lesley trained as a pharmacist, while her father Jack was a microbiologist. He was a
strong influence in her life and she was devastated by his death from cancer when she was 10 years old.

Roxon was educated at the Methodist Ladies’ College in the suburb of Kew in Melbourne, Victoria. She completed a
Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Laws (Hons) from the University of Melbourne before working as Judge’s Associate for
the Hon. Justice Mary Gaudron in the High Court of Australia. She was a Union organiser for the National Union of Workers,
and an Industrial Lawyer with Maurice Blackburn and Co. until 1998, when she was elected to the House of Representatives.

A member of the Opposition Shadow Ministry from 2001, Roxon has served as Shadow Minister for Children and Youth;
Shadow Minister for Population and Immigration; Shadow Attorney-General, and Assisting the Leader on the Status of
Women; and Shadow Minister for Health. She has been a member of House of Representatives Standing Committees on
Industry, Science and Resources; and Legal and Constitutional Affairs; and served on the Joint Select Committee on the
Republic Referendum in 1999. In 2003, Roxon was a member of the Parliamentary Delegation to Syria, Lebanon and Israel.

She was Minister for Health and Ageing in the Rudd Government (2007-2011) and was appointed Attorney General in the
Gillard Government of 2011-2013.

Events

2014 - 2014
Inducted into the Victorian Honour Roll of Women
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Published resources

Resource
Trove, National Library of Australia, 2009

Videorecording
Nicola Roxon's Valedictory Speech in Full, Roxon, Nicola, 2013,
http://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2013/jun/18/nicola-roxon-valedictory-speech-video

Newspaper Article
At home with Nicola Roxon, Peatling, Stephanie, 2012,
http://www.theage.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/at-home-with-nicola-roxon-20120915-25z2i.html

Magazine article
Goodbye to all that: why | resigned, Roxon, Nicola, 2013,
https://www.themonthly.com.au/issue/2013/march/1366758466/nicola-roxon/goodbye-all

Resource Section
Law, Kerwin, Hollie and Rubenstein, Kim, 2014,
http://www.womenaustralia.info/leaders/biogs/WLEQ624b.htm

Site Exhibition

Australian Women Lawyers as Active Citizens, Trailblazing Women Lawyers Project Team, 2016,
http://www.womenaustralia.info/lawyers

Book

Roxon, the Hon. Nicola Louise, 2026,
https://handbook.aph.gov.au/parliamentarians/83K
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