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Allan, Frances Elizabeth
(1905 - 1952)

Born 19050711, St Kilda Victoria

Died 19520806, Canberra Australian Capital Territory

Occupation Community activist, Statistician, University lecturer

Summary

A brilliant, prize-winning student in mathematics at the University of Melbourne, Betty Allan won a scholarship to carry out
postgraduate studies in mathematics, applied biology, statistics and agriculture at Cambridge University where she studied
at Newnham College. In Canberra in 1930 she was appointed to the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research’s Division
of Plant Industry, as its first biometrician. During the 1930s she also lectured in Statistical Theory and Pure Mathematics at
Canberra University College and in Agriculture at the Australian Forestry School. In 1940 following her marriage in April to Dr
Patrick Calvert, an assistant research officer at the Division of Plant Industry, she was a victim of the marriage bar in the
Public Service which prevented the employment of married women but was able to gain government approval to work until
the end of the year. During the war she continued to lecture part-time at the Forestry School and to do part-time work for the
Bureau of Census and Statistics. Following the birth of her son, Allan, in 1941 she was active in Canberra community
organisations supporting mothers and children. She was secretary of the Canberra Nursery Kindergarten Society
(1943-1944) and president of the Canberra Mothercraft Society (1944-1946). She died at the age of 47.

Details

Frances Elizabeth Allan was born in the Melbourne suburb of St Kilda on 11 July 1905, the third of four daughters of Edwin
Frank Allan and Stella May Allan (nee Henderson). Her mother was the well-known journalist ‘Vesta’, who was editor of the
Argus‘s women’s section for nearly 30 years, after beginning her career as the first female member of the press gallery in
Wellington, New Zealand. Her father, a leader writer on the Argus, had previously been a prominent journalist in New
Zealand after resigning from the British Foreign Service.
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