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McIntosh, Hilda Hayward
(1886 - 1958)

Born 4 December, 1886, Yarrunga, near Berrima New South Wales Australia

Died 8 April, 1958, YassYass New South Wales Australia

Occupation Postmistress

Summary

Hilda McIntosh was the Canberra postmistress throughout World War I, managing the flow of mail to and from the
battlefronts.

Details

Hilda Hayward Hayter was born at Yarrunga near Berrima, New South Wales of Australia, the fourth child of Australian-born
parents Samuel Hayter, sawyer, and his wife Ann Matilda, née Webb. On 30 December 1912 at St John’s Anglican Church,
Moss Vale, New South Wales, she married Hector Gordon McIntosh, a 23-year-old carpenter and joiner working in
Canberra’s burgeoning building trade.

On 15 March 1913 Hilda became Canberra postmistress, and moved into the house attached to the Canberra Post Office,
on the Yass-Canberra road, in what is now the suburb of Ainslie. The post office, established in 1863, was one of the oldest
in the district. On the modest income of £30 5s a year, Hilda and Hector took in a lodger to make ends meet. From 2 June
1913 after the opening of a new Canberra Post Office at Acton, Hilda renamed the post office Ainslie after the nearby hill of
that name. In 1913 the postmistress and one assistant handled 33,800 letters and 297 telegrams. Hilda also relayed crucial
messages about bushfires and accidents (Australian Dictionary of Biography).

On 11 October 1913, Hilda gave birth to her first child James Gordon ‘Jim’ McIntosh. It is not known what help Hilda had to
enable her to continue in the role of postmistress with a baby who grew to a five-year-old during the years of World War I.

In addition to the usual postal services, during World War I Hilda’s job involved managing the flow of letters and telegrams to
and from the battlefronts and military headquarters, including the dreaded pink telegrams that announced the death or injury
or capture of a loved one. Post offices also issued Mothers and Wives badges to the relatives of those serving the country. A
bar or star on the badge represented each man in a family who had enlisted. Women proudly wore the badges as a sign that
their families were ‘doing their bit’ for World War I.

Hector enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force in August 1918 but did not serve because hostilities ended soon after. Hilda
left the postal service in 1925 when she gave birth to her second child, daughter Doreen. She and Hector farmed at
Symonston in the Federal Capital Territory and then Murrumbateman in New South Wales.

Hilda died in the hospital at Yass, New South Wales on 8 April 1958 and was buried in Yass cemetery.
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