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Makiv, Lydia
(1954 - )

Born 19540101, Adelaide South Australia

Occupation Lawyer, Magistrate, Solicitor

Summary

Lydia Makiv is a South Australian Magistrate who developed a reputation for expertise in Child Protection Law and in 2010
was appointed a Magistrate in the Adelaide Youth Court. She graduated with an LLB from Adelaide University, LLB
(1972-1975) and was awarded a GDLP from the University of South Australia in 1976.

Go to ‘Details’ below to read an essay written by Alan Moss about Lydia Makiv for the Trailblazing Women and the Law
Project

Details

The following additional information was provided by Alan Moss and is reproduced with permission in its entirety.

Lydia Makiv is a first generation Ukrainian Australian whose parents migrated to South Australia in 1949. They had fled
Western Ukraine in the latter stages of World War 11 and finally ended up in a refugee camp in Germany. Her parents’ new
life in Australia was not initially easy as they had no English or money upon arrival and were forced to take on long term
unskilled work as the father’s university studies in Europe were not recognised.

Lydia’s parents were determined that Lydia and her older brother, Emilian, would have a good education and made
sacrifices to ensure that occurred. Emilian became a dentist and practised in Victoria and Lydia became a lawyer. She
believes that her parents’ example and opportunities at university motivated her to succeed.

Lydia joined the South Australian Crown Solicitor’s Office in 1977 when the Office had a strong reputation for professional
excellence. It provided a high standard of ethical and professional training for its practitioners and produced many of the
State’s judges and magistrates. Lydia valued the strong mentorship within the Office and subsequently, became a generous
and committed mentor to junior practitioners. She remained at the Crown for nearly 30 years, steadily rising through the
ranks to become a senior solicitor.

Although her experience there was very broad and included administrative law and appellate work, it was in the area of child
protection law that Lydia excelled and established a strong professional reputation acting both as solicitor and counsel in her
cases. She conducted numerous lengthy, complex and sometimes controversial trials, earning in the process the respect of
social workers, doctors and psychologists, the courts and opposing practitioners who knew that her word could be
completely relied upon. Lydia also conducted a large number of international child abduction cases and represented South
Australia at national conferences on child abduction.

In 2007, Lydia was appointed a magistrate and in 2010, a magistrate at the Adelaide Youth Court where she works in both
the criminal and child protection jurisdictions of the court. In 2014, Lydia was elected national secretary of the Australian
Association of Magistrates. She is also a member of the Adelaide Chorus, the Ukrainian Women’s Association in SA and the
Australian Women’s Judges Association.
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