
The Australian
Women's Register

Entry type: Person
Entry ID: AWE5574

Kavanagh, Tricia Marie

Occupation Arbitration commissioner, Barrister, Commissioner, Industrial officer, Judge, Lawyer, Solicitor, Teacher

Summary

The Hon Dr Tricia Marie Kavanagh is a trailblazing Judge, Barrister and Arbitrator, particularly in the areas of sport and
industrial relations.

Details

The Hon Dr Tricia Marie Kavanagh is a trailblazing judge, barrister and arbitrator, particularly in the areas of sport and
industrial relations. An Irish Australian, Kavanagh began her career as a teacher in 1962, but five years later moved to New
York to work for the Australian Consulate. Following her return to Australia, Kavanagh was Industrial Officer of the Shop
Assistants Union from 1971 to 1973. She served as Childcare Commissioner on the Commonwealth Children’s Commission
from 1973 until 1975. In 1975, Tricia married the Hon Laurie Brereton, a Company Director and Former Cabinet Minister of
Australia and New South Wales. She has two sons.

Kavanagh worked as Industrial Officer of the Australian Workers Union from 1976 to 1980 whilst she studied her Bachelor of
Laws at University of Technology Sydney. She graduated and was admitted to the Bar in 1981 where she worked in
employment law, workers compensation law and administrative law.

In 1998, Kavanagh completed her PhD thesis on legal issues relating to drugs in sport. The same year, she was appointed
to a joint Commission as a Justice of the New South Wales Industrial Court and Deputy President of the New South Wales
Industrial Relations Commission. During these years, she sat on the New South Wales Racing Appeals Tribunal and as
Deputy Chair of the New South Wales Medical Tribunal. She retired in 2012.

Since its inception in 2000, Tricia has presided as an Arbitrator on the Court of Arbitration for Sport. She was the Australian
nominated Arbitrator on the Court’s Ad-hoc Division for the Sydney 2000 Olympics. Tricia is currently Governor of the
University of Notre Dame, a position she has held since 2010. She has been Director of Transplant Australia since 2009. A
recipient of a liver transplant, Tricia is passionate about improving the clinical system of organ and tissue donation. In 2012,
Tricia also became the Director of the Kolling foundation, the fundraising foundation for the Royal North Shore and Ryde
Hospitals and the Kolling Institute.
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