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Charlesworth, Hilary

Occupation Academic, Lawyer

Summary

Hilary Charlesworth is a Melbourne Laureate Professor at Melbourne Law School. She is also a Distinguished Professor at
the Australian National University. Her research includes the structure of the international legal system, peacebuilding,
human rights law and international humanitarian law and international legal theory, particularly feminist approaches to
international law. Hilary received the American Society of International Law’s award for creative legal scholarship for her
book, co-authored with Christine Chinkin, The Boundaries of International Law. She was also awarded, with Christine
Chinkin, the American Society of International Law’s Goler T. Butcher award for ‘outstanding contributions to the
development or effective realization of international human rights law’. Hilary has held both an Australian Research Council
Federation Fellowship (2005-2010) and an ARC Laureate Fellowship (2010-2015).

Hilary has been a visiting professor at various institutions including Harvard Law School, New York University Global Law
School, UCLA, Paris I and the London School of Economics. She is a member of the Executive Council of the Asian Society
of International Law and a past President of the Australian and New Zealand Society of International Law. Hilary was
appointed by the Australian government in 2015 to a second term as a member of the Permanent Court of Arbitration. She is
an associate member of the Institut de Droit International and served as judge ad hoc in the International Court of Justice in
the Whaling in the Antarctic Case (2011-2014). In 2016 Hilary was awarded an Honorary Doctorate by the Université
Catholique de Louvain in Belgium.

She was President of the Australian and New Zealand Society of International Law (1997-2001). She is on the editorial
boards of a number of international law journals and served as Co-Editor of the Australian Yearbook of International Law
from1996-2006 and a member of the Board of Editors of the American Journal of International Law 1999-2009. She was joint
winner of the American Society of International Law’s 2006 Goler T Butcher Medal in recognition of ‘outstanding
contributions to the development or effective realization of international human rights law’.

She has worked with various non-governmental human rights organisations on ways to implement international human rights
standards and was chair of the Australian Capital Territory government’s inquiry into an ACT bill of rights, which led to the
adoption of the ACT Human Rights Act 2004. In 2016, Hilary is teaching in the University of Melbourne’s Masters of Law
Program.

Events

2001 - 2001
Inducted into the Victorian Honour Roll of Women

Published resources

Site Exhibition
Australian Women Lawyers as Active Citizens, Trailblazing Women Lawyers Project Team, 2016,
http://www.womenaustralia.info/lawyers

Archival resources

National Library of Australia, Manuscript Collection
Records relating to the Pamela Denoon Lecture series, 1989-2013
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