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Bailey, Sandra

Occupation Chief Executive Officer, Lawyer, Public servant, Solicitor

Summary

Sandra Bailey, a member of the Yorta Yorta nation from southern NSW and Victoria, is the Chief Executive Officer of the
Aboriginal Health and Medical Research Council of NSW (AH&MRC), the peak representative organisation and advocate for
Aboriginal communities on health and has a membership comprising of nearly 50 Aboriginal Community Controlled Health
Services (ACCHSs) who deliver culturally appropriate primary health care services to Aboriginal people across NSW.

A graduate of Melbourne Law School, Sandra has worked as a Solicitor for the Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service and Head
of the Victorian Aboriginal Issues Unit of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody, and gained extensive
experience working in partnership with Aboriginal community organisations in the areas of the advocacy and support of
Aboriginal self-determination, building on the strengths of Aboriginal community development, legal and health inequalities
and the preservation of cultural heritage.

Sandra’s current role incudes representing members interests through the provision of member services support, effective
policy and program development within the sector and building on State and Commonwealth partnerships to ensure
appropriate Aboriginal primary health care service delivery to achieve better health outcomes for Aboriginal people. Another
significant role includes working in the broader health system with external partners in government and non-government
agencies to promote engagement with the AH&MRC and ACCHSs in policy planning and service delivery at state, regional
and local levels.

Sandra has held her current position since 1992 and with the support of an Aboriginal community-elected Board of Directors,
the AH&MRC has expanded to include support for nearly 50 ACCHSs through various activities delivered through Public
Health Units which assists members with clinic services, cancer care, child & maternal health services, chronic disease
management, tobacco cessation, drug/alcohol use and harm minimisation; a Business Development Unit supporting
members with service and clinical accreditation, governance, IT infrastructure & information management systems; a Social
and Emotional Wellbeing Workforce Support Unit assisting AHWs; Research & Data Support; an Aboriginal Health College
to provide education and training for current and future sector workers; and auspicing an Aboriginal Ethics Committee that
ensures culturally appropriate ethical review of Aboriginal health research projects in NSW.

Sandra is a co-chair of the NSW Aboriginal Health Partnership, which is strengthened by a formal agreement between the
NSW Government and the AH&MRC, and has served on a number of Ministerial Advisory Committees and boards. She has
also been involved in a number of research projects in Aboriginal health including in the areas of child health and resilience.

In recognition of her service in the Aboriginal health sector, Sandra was awarded the Australian Government Centenary
Medal for Contribution to Health in 2003. In 2014 Sandra was again acknowledged for her service to the Aboriginal health
sector, receiving the Hall of Fame award at the 2014 NSW Health Aboriginal Health Awards.
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