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May, Michelle

Occupation Barrister, Judge, Lawyer, Solicitor

Summary

Justice Michelle May is a judge of the Family Court of Australia, Appeal Division and President of the Australasian Institute of
Judicial Administration.

Justice May has managed to combine her stellar career in the law with raising three (triplets) children.

Details

Born in England but brought up in Brisbane, Australia, Justice Michelle May attended primary school in Coorparoo and then
secondary college at St Margaret’s Anglican School. She lived a simple but happy childhood, which included watching
American sitcoms and television dramas of the 1960s, including the courtroom drama of Perry Mason.

She was awarded a Commonwealth Scholarship to attend the University of Queensland to study an Arts Law degree. Before
starting her degree, she spent a year in the United States (1974) on a Rotary Exchange Scholarship. She attended the State
University of New York, where she completed a general study year, one that influenced her greatly. During her time away
she developed a great interest in political theory, so she chose to major in that when she returned to Brisbane. She was
tutored in her law subjects by both Margaret White (who went on to be a justice of the Supreme Court of Queensland) and
Quentin Bryce, who went on to be Australia’s first woman Governor-General.

After graduating with an LLB from the University of Queensland, she held the position of Associate to Judge Helman of the
District Court of Queensland before being called to the Bar in 1978. Justice May was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1993.
She was the first barrister with a predominately family law practice to achieve that level of seniority in Queensland.

Justice May has served as the chairperson of the Family Law Panel of the Bar Association of Queensland and as a member
of the Family Law Council. On 7 September 1995 her Honour was appointed as Judge of the Family Court of Australia, being
the first female appointment to that court from Queensland.

In 2003 she was elevated by the Attorney-General to the Appeal Division of the Family Court. That same year, she was
appointed a Co-ordinating Judge, a role entailing administrative responsibilities for Queensland, Northern New South Wales
and the Northern Territory.

Justice May became involved in the Australasian Institute of Judicial Administration in 2005 when she was appointed as a
Council member. She was elected as a Deputy President in 2011 and elected as President in October 2013, a position which
she currently holds.

Events

2017 - 2017
Received for significant service to the law, particularly to the Family Court of Australia, to judicial administration, and to
professional associations.
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Published resources
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Michelle May, Elphinstone, Kara, 2005

Site Exhibition
Australian Women Lawyers as Active Citizens, Trailblazing Women Lawyers Project Team, 2016,
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