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Bleechmore, Mary Helene Laurent
(1916 - 2015)

Born 9 April, 1916

Died 20 February, 2015

Occupation Barrister, Lawyer

Summary

Mary Helene Laurent Bleechmore (nee Williams) graduated with a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Sydney in 1938.
She then embarked upon a Bachelor of Laws degree which she interrupted to marry Sidney John Bleechmore, a Bachelor of
Engineering (Mechanical and Electrical) graduate, on 21 December 1940. She graduated in 1941 and was admitted to the
New South Wales Bar on 30 May 1941. For a short time she worked in the Office of the Commonwealth Crown Solicitor. Her
husband a member of the Permanent Army, Bleechmore accompanied him to the places where he was stationed and
worked when she could. After the Second World War, she lived in Japan where the then Lt-Col Sidney Bleechmore,
commanding officer of the Royal Engineers (and mentioned in despatches in 1946), was serving with the British
Commonwealth Occupation Force (BCOF). Two of the couple’s three children were born in Japan: the birth of their second
son, Ralph, on 21 September 1947 in Eta Jima, was significant for being the first birth of an Australian in the BCOF area.
Their daughter, Antonia (Toni) Turnbull, born in Kure on 31 March 1950, became a doctor and activist. Their eldest child,
John, was a noted defamation specialist at the Victorian Bar.
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