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Trevelyan, Kathleen Margaret
(1920 - 2010)

Born 19201024, Christchurch New Zealand

Died 20101121, Sydney New South Wales Australia

Occupation Barrister, Lawyer, Secretary

Summary

Kathleen Trevelyan (nee Hayes) was an early chairman of the Discrimination Board and also served as an alderman at the
Ku-ring-gai Council in the 1960s. Trevelyan attended New Zealand’s Epsom Girls’ Grammar in Auckland and studied Arts at
Victoria College, Wellington. In 1938, she was appointed secretary of the Wellington branch of the Society for the Promotion
of the Health of Women and Children, also known as the Plunket Society. After coming to Sydney in the late 1930s, she
worked in Chalfont Chambers, later becoming judge’s associate to Mr Justice (later Sir) Bernard Sugerman of the Land and
Valuation Court. During her associateship, she undertook a Bachelor of Laws degree at the University of Sydney, graduating
in 1959. On 29 February 1957, she became the seventh woman to sign the Bar Roll of counsel and to actively practise at the
New South Wales Bar. She had a broad practice with an emphasis on family law. In time she became the head of chambers
at Parramatta. In the 1960s, she was honorary secretary and then vice-president of the Women Lawyers’ Association of New
South Wales.
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Resource Section
Excerpt of unpublished memoir supplied by Kathleen's son Sean Trevelyan, Trevelyan, Kathleen, 2011,
http://www.nswbar.asn.au/the-bar-association/pioneering-women/#/8_kathleen_trevelyan

Site Exhibition
Australian Women Lawyers as Active Citizens, Trailblazing Women Lawyers Project Team, 2016,
http://www.womenaustralia.info/lawyers

Author Details
Juliette Brodsky and Marina Loane

Created 25 May 2016
Last modified 3 August 2025

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

https://www.womenaustralia.info/
https://www.womenaustralia.info/
http://www.nswbar.asn.au/the-bar-association/pioneering-women/#/8_kathleen_trevelyan
http://www.womenaustralia.info/lawyers
http://www.tcpdf.org

