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Daly, Mary Dora

(1896 - 1983)

Born 18960824, Cootamundra New South Wales Australia
Died 19830611, Fitzroy Victoria Australia

Occupation Author, Charity worker, Patron

Summary

Mary Daly, nee MacMahon, was acknowledged as an interested and hardworking member of a range of Catholic and other
charitable organisations. Educated at Loreto convents in both Normanhurst, New South Wales and Ballarat, Victoria, she
maintained her Catholic links throughout her life. In January 1923, she married Dr John Joseph Daly, a nephew of the
founder of St Vincent's Hospital, Mother Berchmans Daly. They had two children, John and Marie. Dr Daly was appointed to
the staff of St Vincent’s Hospital. Mary Daly served on the St Vincent's Hospital auxiliary as honorary secretary and was
acting president for a period of three years from 1933-1936. She was president of the Catholic Welfare Association from
1941, a member of the National Council of the Australian Red Cross Society, and executive member of the Council of the
Victorian Division. She was the author of four children’s books, one of which was published by the Yooralla Hospital School,
another of her charitable causes. Her services to social welfare were acknowledged with her appointment as an Officer of
the Order of the British Empire in 1937, Commander of the Order of the British Empire in 1949, and Dames Commander of
the Order of the British Empire on 7 June 1951. The Catholic church awarded her the Cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice in
1951. She was also awarded a long service medal from the Red Cross Society in 1940 and honorary life membership in
1971.

Published resources

Edited Book
Who's Who of Australian Women, Lofthouse, Andrea, 1982

Book
Cinty and the laughing jackasses and other children's stories, Daly, Mary, Dame, 1961

Timmy's Christmas surprise, Daly, Mary, Dame, 1967

Holidays at Hillydale: a story for children about a family's holiday spent on an Australian sheep station., Daly, Mary,
Dame, 1973

Catholic Welfare Organisation: its work for the men and women of the Services during World War Il, September,
1939-June,1948., 1948

Resource
Trove, National Library of Australia, 2009

Site Exhibition

Faith, Hope and Charity Australian Women and Imperial Honours: 1901-1989, Australian Women's Archives Project,
2003,
http://www.womenaustralia.info/exhib/honours/honours.html

The Encyclopedia of Women and Leadership in Twentieth-Century Australia, Smart, Judith and Swain, Shurlee (eds.),
2014,
http://www.womenaustralia.info/leaders
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