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Cowan, Edith Dircksey
(1861 - 1932)

Born 18610802, Glengarry, near Geraldton Western Australia Australia

Died 19320609, Perth Western Australia Australia

Occupation Community worker, Lawyer, Magistrate, Political activist, Politician, Public servant

Summary

Edith Cowan, the first woman to be elected to an Australian parliament in Western Australia in 1921, was described in her
entry in Australian feminism, a companion, as ‘a committed, tireless and public campaigner for women’s and children’s rights
from the early twentieth century’. Married at the age of seventeen to James Cowan, registrar and master of the Supreme
Court, they had five children. She was the founding secretary in 1894 and later president of the Karrakatta Club, a women’s
club in Perth, which campaigned for female suffrage. Her commitment to women’s well-being resulted in her active
involvement in the establishment of the Western Australian National Council of Women in 1911. She was a foundation
member of the Children’s Protection Society in 1906 and the first woman to be appointed to the Children’s Court bench in
1915. She became a Justice of the Peace in 1920. In the same year her work was acknowledged with her appointment to
the Order of the British Empire for her contribution to the Western Australian division of the Red Cross Society, of which she
was a founding member in 1914.

A clock tower at the entrance to King’s Park in Perth was erected to her memory in 1934 and in 1995 her portrait was printed
on the Australian fifty dollar note.

Events

2001 - 2001
Inducted into the Victorian Honour Roll of Women
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Archival resources

State Library of Western Australia
Letter, 1922 15 Dec. [manuscript]

Minute book, 1932-1952 [manuscript]

Women's Service Guilds of Western Australia records

Edith Cowan and Cowan family papers

National Library of Australia
[Biographical cuttings on Edith Cowan, former first woman member of an Australian parliament, containing one or more
cuttings from newspapers or journals]
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