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Chomley, Mary Elizabeth Maud
(1871 - 1960)

Born 18710728, Melbourne Victoria Australia

Died 19600721, Toorak Victoria Australia

Occupation Feminist

Summary

Mary Chomley, daughter of Judge Chomley of ‘Dromkeen’ at Riddell’s Creek, worked for the Red Cross Society and
contributed to the struggle for the equality of women both in Victoria and in England. She was secretary of the Australian
Exhibition of Women’s Work in 1907. She assumed the position of foundation state secretary of the Victoria League from
1909-1914, and maintained her membership until her death in July 1960. In London during, she worked at the Princess
Christian’s Hospital for Officers from 1915-1916 and was secretary of the Prisoners of War branch of the Australian Red
Cross, London, from 1916-1919. She was appointed as Officer of the Order of the British Empire (Civil) on 15 March 1918
for her contribution to the Red Cross Society. Whilst in London after World War I, she was a member of the delegation
appointed by the British Government to report on working conditions for women and the opportunities for female migrants to
Australia in 1919-1920, and Australian representative on the Society for the Overseas Settlement of British Women. From
1925 until 1933 she was president of the women’s section of the British Legion, Virginia Water, Surrey, England. Violet
Teague, one of Australia’s internationally recognised artists at the turn of the nineteenth century, painted Mary Chomley’s
portrait in 1909.
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