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Geelong District Nursing Society

(1907 - )

Born 1 February, 1907, Geelong Victoria Australia

Occupation Voluntary community support organisation

Summary

The Geelong District Nursing Society (For Nursing the Sick Poor in their own Homes) was founded on 1 February 1907. An
initial meeting was convened by Geelong's Lady Mayoress, Mrs Bostock, in October 1906, which was presided over by the
mayor, and a committee formed of volunteer workers. The first nurse, Miss Edwards, was engaged and began work on 31
January 1907. By the mid —twenties, a car had been purchased for the nurses’ use. The Society was funded by donations,
bequests and subscriptions, grants from the Hospitals and Charities Commission, and collections, and received support from
the Geelong Hospital. The Society applied to the Ladies’ Benevolent Society when help was needed for a patient, relieved
distress where extra nourishment was needed, and distributed parcels donated by Geelong societies to patients at
Christmas. Though they deleted the words ‘poor and needy’ from the description of their work in 1960, by 1980 demand for
the Society’s services had risen, because of the aging population, the policy of early discharge from hospital, and the desire
to nurse the aged and terminally ill in their own homes.
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