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Mitchell, Sibyl Elyne

(1913 - 2002)

Born 19131230, Melbourne Victoria Australia
Died 20020302, Corryong Victoria Australia

Occupation Cattle Farmer, Community worker, Skier, Writer

Summary

Elyne Mitchell is an Australian writer who is best known for the Silver Brumby series of children’s books.

Details

Elyne Mitchell was the daughter of General Sir Harry Chauvel, who commanded the Desert Mounted Corps in World War
One. She attended St Catherine’s School, Toorak, between 1924 and 1931. In 1935, at the age of 20, Elyne married Tom
Mitchell, moving to his cattle station Towong Hill in the Snowy Mountains. Tom Mitchell was a lawyer, and champion skier,
and Elyne won the Canadian downhill skiing championship in 1938. While her husband, who was to become State
Attorney-General from 1950-52, studied at Harvard, she studied international relations at Radcliffe. During the Second World
War, Elyne Mitchell was part of a group of nationalist writers, who wrote poetry and prose centred on the Australian
landscape. In this period, she wrote Australia’s Alps (Sydney: Angus & Robertson, 1942) and Speak to the Earth (Sydney:
Angus & Robertson, 1945). She is the author of 72 works of poetry, autobiography, and children’s and adult fiction. Elyne is
best known, however, for the Silver Brumby series of children’s books. She wrote the first for her daughter Indi, out of
concern about the lack of Australian content in books. Elyne Mitchell worked closely with youth organisations in the Upper
Murray community. In 1990 she received the Order of Australia Medal, for services to children’s literature. In 1993, she was
awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Letters from Charles Sturt University.
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