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Kenny, Elizabeth

(1880 - 1952)

Born 18800920, Warialda New South Wales Australia
Died 19521130, Toowoomba Queensland Australia

Occupation Health administrator, Nurse

Summary

Elizabeth Kenny developed a new treatment for infantile paralysis (poliomyelitis). Guided by Dr Aeneas McDonnell of
Toowoomba, she developed a thorough knowledge of human musculature. [1]

Although Kenny never completed any nursing training or registered as a nurse, she opened a hospital at Clifton, near
Toowoomba, in 1913. In 1915 she joined the Australian Army Nursing Service (AANS) and completed 12 round sea voyages
between England and Australia with the returning wounded. During this time she earned her promotion to Sister, a title she

used all her life. [2]

During the 1930s she established clinics in Brisbane with the backing of the State government, but with opposition from the
medical profession. In 1940 she moved to the United States of America where her methods were widely acclaimed and
gradually accepted world wide. Kenny returned to Queensland in 1951 and died in Toowoomba on 30 November 1952.

[1] 200 Australian Women p. 124
[2] ibid
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