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Australian Reproductive Health Alliance
(1995 - 2011)

Born 1 January, 1995

Died 31 December, 2011

Summary

The Australian Reproductive Health Alliance worked for the improvement in the well-being and status of women and the
development of reproductive health. ARHA promoted knowledge, education and research relating to the development of
family planning and other reproductive health services, paying particular attention to the needs of indigenous people, both
within Australia and internationally. It ceased operation on 30 September 2011.

Details

The establishment of ARHA and ARHF followed from the UN Conference on Population and Development held in Cairo in
1994. The outcomes of this conference included a shift from a purely demographic focus for the UN’s population programs to a
woman-centred approach, recognising the rights of all women to access quality reproductive and sexual health services.

The importance of education for women and girls was also recognised as was access to good maternal and child health
services. ARHA aimed through public education and advocacy to ensure that Australia met its obligations as per the Cairo
agreement. It acted as the secretariat for the All Party Parliamentary Group on Population and Development. Similar groups
exist in Europe and the UK and have been extremely successful in keeping population and related issues on the public
agenda.

The ARHA mission statement was:

1. To promote public support, both within Australia and internationally, for improvement in the
well-being and status of women and the development of reproductive health in families and
individuals by means including

 the production of educational materials
 the organisation of seminars and workshops
 the preparation of briefing materials for members of the press
 networking with parliamentarians, government departments and other interested parties as
requires

 the support and promotion of alliances of opinion makers with comparable aims and objectives.

2. To promote knowledge, education and research relating to the development of family planning and
other reproductive health services, paying particular attention to the needs of indigenous people,
both within Australian and internationally.

3. Where appropriate, to identify and support reproductive health, and enhance the status of women
and girls, either working independently or with partner organisations.

4. To promote, maintain and extend the interest of ARHA members in a broad range of issues
concerning reproductive health and its role in development.

https://www.womenaustralia.info/
https://www.womenaustralia.info/


Published resources

Finding Aid
Guide to the Records of the Australian Reproductive Health Alliance, National Library of Australia,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-255696487

Resource
Trove, National Library of Australia, 2009

Archival resources

National Library of Australia, Manuscript Collection
Records of the Australian Reproductive Health Alliance, 1992-2011
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